
   

 

1 

 

July 10, 2026 
 

County-by-county SNAP payment error rates released; webinar on 

Monday 
 

Late last week, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) released its first 

quarterly report on county-specific Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

payment error rates. The report, based only on March 2026 data, shows calculated SNAP 

payment error rates for each individual county. 

 

You can view the report and your county’s error rate here. 

 

County JFS directors and teams have access to the full data dashboard that includes more 

specifics regarding the cases reviewed and the payment errors found. CCAO encourages 

members to discuss your county’s SNAP payment error rate with your JFS director if you 

have questions. 

 

ODJFS will host a webinar to provide an overview of this report for CCAO members and 

county JFS directors on Monday, July 13 at 2:00 p.m. During the webinar, ODJFS staff will 

explain the new county-specific SNAP payment error rate calculation process and answer 

questions.  

 

A calendar invite for the webinar can be downloaded here. 

 

Background 

 

In July 2025, the federal government passed sweeping changes to SNAP through the One 

Big Beautiful Bill Act. States will now be required to pay a portion of SNAP benefit costs 

based on the state’s payment error rate. An error rate is a measure of underpayments and 

overpayments to a SNAP recipient. 

 

https://ccao.org/aws/CCAO/asset_manager/get_file/954957?ver=1
https://ccao.org/aws/CCAO/asset_manager/get_file/955021
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If a state’s error rate is below 6%, the state will not pay any benefit costs. Rates greater than 

6% will require the state to cover 5%, 10%, or 15% of the benefit amount depending on how 

high the error rate is. 

 

Ohio’s error rate is calculated by randomly pulling 1,020 cases throughout the year. The 

ODJFS quality control team reworks each case and determines the over/underpayment error 

amounts and the cause of the errors. The findings are reported to USDA FNA. Following each 

federal fiscal year, FNS releases state payment error rates. Ohio’s payment error rate for FFY 

2025 is 6.76%. 

 

Because the sample size is 1,020 annually, ODJFS is unable to determine county specific 

payment error rates from the federal process. Many counties do not even have one case 

selected. 

 

Last fall, the General Assembly examined Ohio’s payment error rate process given the new 

state responsibility for benefit costs. The lawmakers determined the state should know 

county specific payment error rates. House Bill 434 (Representatives Bernie Willis and Brian 

Lampton), effective November 25, 2025, required ODJFS to develop a methodology and 

technical system to determine SNAP payment error rates at the county level. 

 

Under the ODJFS system, ODJFS assigns each county 15, 20, or 25 cases to review 

depending on county size. The county completes the case reviews using a tool provided by 

ODJFS. 

 

HB 434 requires ODJFS to submit a quarterly report using this data to the House and Senate 

Finance Committee chairs that includes: each distinct SNAP payment error rate calculated 

using the system; SNAP payment error rates for each county; and the statewide SNAP 

payment error rate. 

 

The first report was due to the legislature by June 30, 2026. 

 

While the ODJFS process mirrors the FNS process for determining Ohio’s official SNAP 

payment error rate, it is important to note that the cases used in each process are different. 

This could yield different results between the two processes over time. 

 

ODJFS included the following note in its report: 

 

Note: Due to capacity and county staff limitations, the required number of case reviews for 

this exercise does not generally produce a statistically significant error rate per county. 

Under this methodology, the margins of error based on the number of sampled cases will go 

as high as 7% over the course of one year. The data provided is based on one month of 

reviews for March 2026 benefits. Future reports will contain 3 months’ worth of data. These 

are preliminary rates as a few may change based on a few weeks remaining in the state 

review process (ends July 31st). 

 

Members with questions should contact Rachel Reedy at rreedy@ccao.org. 

 

https://legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb434
mailto:rreedy@ccao.org
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Governor DeWine signs bills of note to counties 
 

On July 7, Governor Mike DeWine signed many of the bills that were sent to him last week. 

Since none of the bills contained an emergency clause or appropriations, they will take 

effect on Monday, October 5. 

 

Three bills of note to counties that Governor DeWine signed into law this week are discussed 

below. 
 
Senate Bill 315, SNAP EBT Chip Cards 

SB 315 (Senators Tim Schaffer and Hearcel Craig) includes provisions regarding Medicaid 

oversight, but of particular note to counties is the requirement that the Department of Job 

and Family Services begin phasing-in chip-enabled SNAP EBT cards.  

 

House Bill 497, signed by DeWine in June, included the appropriation to fund this program. 

 
House Bill 251, Law Enforcement Drove Usage 

HB 251 (Representative Bernard Willis) concerns law enforcement utilization of unmanned 

aerial vehicles (UAVs) and would require the discontinuance of acquisition and use of drones 

by law enforcement agencies within 48 months of the bill’s effective date, if the drone is 

made by or manufactured in a country designated a “foreign adversary.” 

 

Several law enforcement and public safety agencies and organizations, citing the lack of 

domestic drone producers, warned that the transition timeline and a lack of funding from 

the state could result in agencies entirely discontinuing the usage of drone programs. 

 

The bill also generally brings evidentiary standards for drone usage in line with more 

conventional law enforcement practices. 

 

House Bill 297, Memorial Day Expenses 

HB 297 (Representatives Kevin Ritter and Johnathan Newman) increases the amount that 

veterans organizations can request from the board of county commissioners to defray the 

costs of Memorial Day expenses from up to $500 to up to $1,000. It also increases the 

amount that a civic organization can request for the same purposes from up to $100 to up 

to $200. 

 

As under current law, the appropriation is mandatory if requested, and any unexpended 

funds must be returned to the county. 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/sb315
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb251
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb297

